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In 1964, the 100th Anniversary of Unamuno's birth was celebrated 
in the casino "EI Porvenir" of Puerto del Rosario and by the Cabildo 
(Island Council). At this ceremony, his friend Don Ramón Castañeyra 
told the story of Unamuno's life in Fuerteventura, with personal 
experiences about this, and Don Sebastian de la Nuez gave an account 
of his studies about Unamuno and the Canary Islands. 

On Montaña Ouemada there is a monument dedicated to Unamu-
no. This site was chosen because in one of his letters to Castañeyra, 
Unamuno mentioned that it was one of the places where he would like 
to be buried. 

The sculpture was done by Juan Borges Linares, gratuitously, from 
a sketch made by the artist Juan Ismael Mora. The Cabildo and the 
Town Council of Puerto del Rosario were responsible for the pedestal 
and the surrounding decorations. 

This monument was unveiled in November 1980, at a ceremony to 
which the Cabildo invited representatives of the Ministry of Culture, 
Education, and Universities, the Canarian Assembly, the Provincial 
Committee of Las Palmas, the Cabildo of Gran Canaria, and the Unamu-
no Museum in Salamanca, and the Town Council of Puerto del Rosario. 
At the same time, there were homage ceremonies in the universities of 
Salamanca, La Laguna and in Las Palmas and Puerto del Rosario, led by 
people who were famous for their studies of Unamuno's works, 
Dámaso Alonso, Sebastian de la Nuez, Antonio Tovar and Francisco 
Indurain. These events were recorded and published by the Cabildo of 
Fuerteventura in 1982.

Timetable
From Monday to Friday from 9,00 to 14,00 hours
Closed on Saturday, Sunday and public holidays



Unamuno in Fuerteventura

Unamuno and Fuerteventura

The Unamuno Museum is in a building which dates from the 19th 
century in "Puerto Cabras", this was the name by which Puerto del 
Rosario was known until 1956. 

This district of the island became important at the beginning of the 
last century, when it developed as a landing-place in the bay at the 
time when soapwort was exported to European markets, and the good 
cereal harvests were exported to the other Canary Islands. This caused 
an economic boom in Fuerteventura. 

The people of Tetir, Casillas del Angel and La Oliva began to use this 
place as an administrative and commercial centre, and from the very 
�rst it seemed an ideal situation for a capital. 

In1835 it was o�cially recognised as a town, "Puerto Cabras" and in 
the 1860's became the island's capital, thus displacing Betancuria, and 
�nishing the ambitions of the prosperous town of Antigua. 

A sketch-map of the town, made by Don Diego Miller in 1808, 
shows that the earliest inhabitants of Puerto Cabras had the idea of 
creating a town. 

The Museum building was included in the Property Register of 
1877. Its owner was Doña Juana Ocampo y Manrique, a resident in 
Tetir. 

The interior of the house with the changes made in it during the 
�rst half of the 20th century, is a record of the domestic architecture of 
the time in the Canaries. 

Here Don Miguel de Unamuno y Jugo lived between March and 
June of 1924, when he was sent to a lodging-house, known as Hotel 
Fuerteventura. 

The Cabildo (island Council) of Fuerteventura acquired this 
building in 1983, with the object of creating the Unamuno Museum. 
When the Island's Historical Archives Department was being construc-
ted, it seemed that the house should be used for this, without losing 
sight of the primary intention of creating a Museum. This was comple-
ted in 1995. 

As we walk round the Museum, we can see its reconstruction of 

Unamuno's daily environment; its furniture, for example, the writing-
desk given to him by Don Ram6n Castañeyra Schamann, photographs 
of some of the important people in Unamuno's life, ... in short the 
atmosphere of the 1920's house where Unamuno lived. 

By means of illustrated panels, we can imagine the details, the 
conversations, the works written in and about the Island during his 
stay here, and later during his voluntary exile in France. 

 

Unamuno in Fuerteventura 

Don Miguel de Unamuno arrived here on March 12th, 1924, when 
he was exiled by General Primo de Rivera, head of the National Govern-
ment. 

The "crime" committed by the then lecturer and Rector of the 
University of Salamanca was that he had critisiced the Spanish political 
situation, verbally and in writing. The Dictatorship did not allow 
criticism of the Government, or of the Monarchy, and on February 20th 

1924, the decree of exile, with suspension of his lectureship, and 
cancellation of his position as Rector was signed. A similar fate was 
decreed for the journalist, member of Parliament Don Rodrigo Soriano. 
The two men arrived in Fuerteventura together. 

Lodged in the "Hotel Fuerteventura", Unamuno soon made friends 
with the people of Puerto Cabras, and other parts of the Island. He 
became one of a small group who had a get ¬together, every evening 
in front of the Castañeyra family's house, from where they could see 
the bay of Puerto Cabras. He visited places in the island, Betancuria, 
Pajara, Antigua, La Oliva..., he collected names which spoke of the 
Guanches, Triquivijate, Tuineje, Tefía, Tetir ..., he enjoyed local food, 
cheese, go�o and �sh, and walking to Playa Blanca ... , he read Viera y 
Clavijo, Dr. Chil, and Benito Perez Galdós.

Mr. Crawford Flicht, his English friend and translator came to visit 
him here, and stayed for six weeks. Likewise the editor of the French 
newspaper "Le Quotidien", Monsieur Dumay who helped him arrange 
his departure from Fuerteventura.

On July 9th, the sailingship "L'Aiglon" (re¬named "Libertad") 
landed in Caleta de Fuste and picked up Miguel de Unamuno and 
Rodrigo Soriano. Unamuno's son and daughter in law were a waiting 
him in Las Palmas. They told him that Primo de Rivera had granted him 
his freedom, but had not re-instated him as lecturer. For this reason, 
and because he felt he could the �ght more e�ciently outside Spain, 
Unamuno decided on voluntary exile in France. On July 22nd he 
embarked on the Dutch steamer "Zeelandia" for Lisbon, and continued 
his voyage to the French port of Cherbourg.

He left Fuerteventura physically but his spirit his soul, his memories 
never left the island, Unamuno is a living presence here. 

Unamuno and Fuerteventura 

A few days after his arrival here, Unamuno began to write his 
impressions of the island in a series of articles which we e published In 
the Madrid newspapers, "Liberty" and "New World", n "Faces and 
Masks" in Buenos Aires and in The Tribune" in Las Palmas. 

He made notes for the book of Sonnets, which after his arrival in 
Paris he dedicated to his majorero friends, and specially to Ramón 
Castañeyra, "From Fuerteventura to Paris"; also a series of Essays with 
the title "About Style", some of which were published in "The Impartial" 
of Madrid.

Fuerteventura, and the elements which form and shape the island 
are dealt with in the thoughtful, philosophic works of Unamuno; 
"Style" a place for seckers of the ideal. He made the mountains, the 
�ora and fauna of Fuerteventura known to the world; and above all, the 
sea is always present in his writings… 

The presence of Fuerteventura is maintained by the many referen-
ces to the Island in most of Unamuno’s work which he wrote after his 
stay here.


